Bellaire English I Lesson 

“This I Believe”

Revision 
Thesis activity 
Return to your essay and reread it. Identify what you think is your main idea and underline it. Rewrite your thesis statement below based on the criteria we've discussed. 

Identify Major Moves
Put a box around (1) the place in your essay where you provide context; (2) the place in the essay where you provide an anecdote; and (3) the place in the essay where they deliver some kind of insight arising from that anecdote.  Highlight the sentences that serve as transitions between one idea and the next. 

Peer Review

Read a partner's essay and do the following:

1. Put a star next to three things you like about the essay and a note in the margin as to why.

2. Underline three concrete details. 

3. Put a squiggly line under one thing in the essay you want to know more about. 

Now answer the following questions:

1. Is there a balance in the essay between anecdote and insight? If so, describe how the anecdote and insight relate. If not, what is missing? 

2. Do the transition sentences lead us smoothly from one idea to the next? If so, give an example. If not, what information is needed to bridge ideas? 

3. What is one thing in the essay you want to know more about?

Explode a moment

Once you have  reviewed the feedback you received from your peers, pick a place in your essay you want to develop. This could be something your peer reviewer identified or something you've noticed on their own. Write this part of the essay at the top of a new sheet of paper and write as much as you can to expand it. 

