Bellaire English I Lesson 

“This I Believe”
Pre-Writing 
Thesis activity

Reed is trying to convince us of something, but she doesn't do it using a traditional thesis at the start of the essay. Identify what you think is her main idea. Underline it. Now, using the criteria for a strong thesis statement we've discussed, write a thesis statement that tells us more explicitly what Reed is trying to argue. 

Pre-Writing 
1. Anaphora is the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of a sentence or line. It can be used powerfully in a speech or a poem. It can also be a way to get ideas down on paper. Make a list below of things you believe in, beginning each with“I believe.” 

2. Pick one of your belief statements above and circle it. This should be one you both feel strongly about and could talk about at some length in an essay. 
3. Make a list of at least three specific moments from your life in which this belief was demonstrated. You don't have to write these out in an detail yet. Just write a sentence or two identifying them. 

4. Pick one of these moments and circle it.

5. Brainstorm specific people/ places/ things you associate with this moment. 

Places


People


Objects


Smells/ Tastes


Sounds


Free-write

On a separate sheet of paper, write about this belief and moment in a free write. You can start with an “I believe” statement and then transition to the moment you've selected. Use as much sensory detail as possible (borrowing from your lists above). Keep in mind the definition of essay we discussed, “to try or attempt.” This is a chance for you to attempt to figure out the larger significance of the moment and belief you are describing.
