ASSESS

Taking this practice test
will help you assess your
knowledge of these skills
and determine your
readiness for the Unit Test.

REVIEW

After you take the practice
test, your teacher can help
you identify any standards
you need to review.

READING 1A Determine

the meaning of grade-level
academic English words. 1E Use
a dictionary to determine the
meanings of words. 5B Analyze
how authors develop complex
yet believable characters in
works of fiction through a range
of literary devices. 7 Explain
the role of irony in literary

texts. 10A Analyze the
relevance, quality, and credibility
of evidence given to support

or oppose an argument for a
specific audience. WRITING

13C Revise drafts. 13D Edit drafts
for grammar, mechanics, and
spelling. ORAL AND WRITTEN
CONVENTIONS 17C Use a
variety of correctly structured
sentences. 19 Spell correctly.

For more practice, see

Texas Assessment Practice
Workbook.

®
HEE LN THINK
Test central

Take it at thinkcentral.com.
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Texas Assessment Practice

DIRECTIONS Read the two selections and the viewing and representing piece.
Then, answer the questions that follow.

The Golden Kite, the Silver
Wlnd by Ray Bradbury

Text not available for electronic use.
Please refer to your print textbook.

1. Mandarin (man’ds rin) n.: high-ranking government official in the Chinese empire.
2. omens (6'manz) n.: things or events believed to be signs of future occurrences.
3. portents (por'ténts) n.: things that warn of events about to occur.

4. stonemasons (ston ma’sanz) n.: people who build with stones.
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Text not available for electronic use.
Please refer to your print textbook.

5. marble and granite and onyx (0n'Tks) and quartz n.: high-quality stones.
6. trowels (trou’slz) n.: tools for laying plaster or mortar.

7. bludgeon (bllj'sn) n.: short club. m
8. pandemonium (pan'de mo’'né am) n.: great confusion; chaos.
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Text not available for electronic use.
Please refer to your print textbook.

9. spurn (splrn) v.: reject someone or something for being unworthy; scorn.

10. scabbard ... sword n.: a scabbard is a case for a sword’s blade. To sheathe a sword means to put it
in a case.
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Text not available for electronic use.
Please refer to your print textbook.




Text not available for electronic use.
Please refer to your print textbook.
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The Al‘ ms RaCC by Albert Einstein

from Einstein on Peace

Although the United States and the former Soviet Union were allies during World War 11,
they later became involved in a power struggle known as the Cold War. The two superpowers
engaged in an arms race—a competition to develop more and more powerful nuclear weapons.
In 1952, the United States successfully tested the first hydrogen bomb, a weapon much more
powerful than the atomic bomb. In 1953, the Soviet Union exploded its own hydrogen bomb.

The belief that it is possible to achieve security through armaments on
a national scale is, in the present state of military technology, a disastrous
illusion. In the United States, this illusion has been strengthened by the fact
that this country was the first to succeed in producing an atomic bomb. This
is why people tended to believe that this country would be able to achieve
permanent and decisive military superiority which, it was hoped, would deter
any potential enemy and thus bring about the security, so intensely sought by
us as well as by the rest of the world. The maxim we have followed these last
five years has been, in short, security through superior force, whatever the cost.
This technological as well as psychological orientation in military policy
has had its inevitable consequences. Every action related to foreign policy
is governed by one single consideration: How should we act in order to
achieve the utmost superiority over the enemy in the event of war? The
answer has been: Outside the United States, we must establish military bases
at every possible, strategically important point of the globe as well as arm
and strengthen economically our potential allies. And inside the United
States, tremendous financial power is being concentrated in the hands of the
military; youth is being militarized; and the loyalty of citizens, particularly
civil servants, is carefully supervised by a police force growing more powerful
every day. People of independent political thought are harassed. The public is
subtly indoctrinated by the radio, the press, the schools. Under the pressure of
military secrecy, the range of public information is increasingly restricted.
The arms race between the United States and the Soviet Union, initiated
originally as a preventive measure, assumes hysterical proportions. On both
sides, means of mass destruction are being perfected with feverish haste
and behind walls of secrecy. And now the public has been advised that the
production of the hydrogen bomb is the new goal which will probably
be accomplished. An accelerated development toward this end has been
solemnly proclaimed by the President. If these efforts should prove successful,
radioactive poisoning of the atmosphere and, hence, annihilation' of all
life on earth will have been brought within the range of what is technically

1. annihilation (e ni'e la’shan) n.: absolute destruction. m
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possible. The weird aspect of this development lies in its apparently inexorable?
character. Each step appears as the inevitable consequence of the one that went
before. And at the end, looming ever clearer, lies general annihilation.

Is there any way out of this impasse® created by man himself? All of us, and
particularly those who are responsible for the policies of the United States and
the Soviet Union, must realize that, although we have vanquished an external
enemy,” we have proved unable to free ourselves from the war mentality. We
shall never achieve real peace as long as every step is taken with a possible
future conflict in view, especially since it becomes ever clearer that such a war
would spell universal annihilation. The guiding thought in all political action
should therefore be: What can we do in the prevailing situation to bring about
peaceful coexistence among all nations? The first goal must be to do away with
mutual fear and distrust. Solemn renunciation of the policy of violence, not
only with respect to weapons of mass destruction, is without doubt necessary.
Such renunciation, however, will be effective only if a supranational judicial
and executive agency is established at the same time, with power to settle
questions of immediate concern to the security of nations. Even a declaration
by a number of nations that they would collaborate loyally in the realization of
such a “restricted world government” would considerably reduce the imminent
danger of war.

In the last analysis the peaceful coexistence of peoples is primarily
dependent upon mutual trust and, only secondarily, upon institutions such
as courts of justice and the police. This holds true for nations as well as for
individuals. And the basis of trust is a loyal relationship of give-and-take.

2. inexorable (Tn €k’ser o bal) adj.: unable to be stopped.
3. impasse (Tm’pas) n.: difficult situation or problem with no obvious solution.

4. vanquished (vang’kwisht) an external enemy v.: defeated hostile relations. Einstein is referring to
Germany, Japan, and their allies in World War II, which were defeated by the United States, Great Britain,
and their allies.
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Urutthe UNITY ir
W COMMUNITY!

landscaping + office work + cleaning + painting

CHOOSE 4 JOE THATS GooP fFOR YouU -~
MAKE A PIEFERENCE THATS qoor FOR ALL
I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I do know:

the only ones among you who will be really happy are those who
have sought and found how to serve.

- Dr. Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965)

SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday, April 22 8:00-4:00 Fulfills Community Service requirements:
Call 512-555-1212 for more details check with your counselor
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Reading Comprehension

Use “The Golden Kite, the Silver Wind”

(pp. 536-540) to answer questions 1-13.

1 In paragraph 5, the author uses the pig-shaped

wall to represent —
A courage C greed

B danger D wisdom

2 Which words from paragraph 8 help the
reader understand the meaning of the word
caravan?

F travelers and tourists
G good luck and prosperity
H immense importance

J the portents

3 What prompts the Mandarin to have the city
wall rebuile?

A His city wall is crumbling and is in need of
repair.

B He likes the idea of rebuilding it in the
shape of a different animal.

C People in the community are complaining
about the wall’s appearance.

D He views the other city’s wall as more
impressive than his city’s wall.

4 The word ravenous in paragraph 14 means —
F extremely heavy ~ H very thin

G really hungry J somewhat birdlike

5 How does the Mandarin use his daughter’s

advice?

A He takes the advice but pretends it was his
idea.

B He thanks her but dismisses her advice.

C He thinks it is good advice but isn’t the
right advice.

D He can’t accept her advice because she is
not a man.

6 In paragraph 21, the author uses the word fox
to show that the Mandarin is —

F clever

G evil

H greedy

J intelligent

7 What do the seasons fall and winter symbolize

in the story?

A new beginnings and life
B sickness and death

C power

D immortality and good fortune

8 In what way is this story ironic?

F The people know the shapes of the wall are
not the Mandarin’s idea.

G The people think the other kingdom won't
change the shape of its wall.

H The Mandarin knows what the next shape
of the wall will be.

J The Mandarin doesn’t think the shape of

the wall is important.

9 Read the following dictionary entry.

eclipse \é ki7ps’\ 7 1. the blockage of the light
of the moon by the sun or the blocking of the
light of the sun by the moon 2. any blockage
of light v 3. to cause an eclipse 4. to over-
shadow, hide from view

Which definition best fits the word eclipse as it
is used in paragraph 40?

A Definition 1
B Definition 2
C Definition 3
D Definition 4
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11

12

13

The author implies that the competition
between the two kingdoms —

F will make the kingdoms stronger and more
wealthy

G will never end and probably destroy each
kingdom

H will unite the kingdoms into one large
kingdom

J will have no effect

Which word from paragraph 57 helps the
reader understand the meaning of the word
monotony?

A break
B colored
C flying

D sameness

The praises the Mandarins give the daughter
in paragraph 59 suggest that in ancient
China —

F women and men were treated equally

G men were more valued and respected than
women

H there weren't any differences in gender
roles

J women were more valued and respected
than men

In paragraph 60, the author uses the word
flesh to refer to —

A the townspeople
B the skin of an animal
C the fruit of the harvest

D renewed life

Texas Assessment Practice

Use “The Arms Race” from Einstein on Peace

(pp. 541-542) to answer questions 14-18.

14 The word inevitable in paragraph 2 means —
F totally defeated
G uncontrolled
H quick

J unavoidable

15 Paragraph 3 is mainly about —

A the destructive path both nations are
pursuing

B different uses for the hydrogen bomb

C the President’s desire to slow down the
production of the hydrogen bomb

D the increased need for secrecy while
developing the hydrogen bomb

16 Which word or phrase from paragraph 4 helps
the reader understand the meaning of the
word renunciation?

F universal annihilation
G peaceful coexistence
H achieve real peace

J do away with

17 What sort of tone does Einstein create?
A Fearful
B Humorous
C Mysterious

D Sentimental

18 The reader can conclude that Einstein
was a —

F political leader
G peacemaker
H revolutionary

J soldier
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Use “The Golden Kite, the Silver Wind”
and “The Arms Race” to answer questions
19-20.

19 Which of the following themes do the

selections share?

A Pride versus patience

B Caution versus rashness
C Harmony versus discord

D Cooperation versus competition

20 Both pieces suggest that peaceful coexistence
is based on —

F mutual trust
G treaties
H alliances

J mutual suspicion

Use the visual representation to answer
questions 21-22.

21 The main or central message of the poster is
that —

A together, you can help your community
B work can be fun
C you shouldn’t take work too seriously

D cooperation leads to peace

22 The designer probably chose to spell “you” as
“U” in the slogan to —

F repeat the shape of the recycling symbol
G emphasize the concept of service

H appeal to a teen audience using text
messaging symbols

J save space and ink on the poster

SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS
Wrrite a short response to each question, using
text evidence to support your response.

23 “The Golden Kite, the Silver Wind” focuses
on the conflict between two Mandarins
(rulers) from neighboring kingdoms. How
do the Mandarins resolve their conflict?
Support your response with evidence from
the selection.

24 Do you agree with Einstein’s views?
Support your response with evidence
from the selection.

Wrrite a short response to this question, using
text evidence from both selections to support
your response.

25 How does the idea of cooperation apply to
“The Golden Kite, the Silver Wind” and
“The Arms Race”? Support your response
with evidence from both selections.
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Revising and Editing

DIRECTIONS Read this passage, and answer the questions that follow.

(1) Nadia walked down the street. (2) She heard a noise behind her. (3) She
considers her options. (4) But it was dark now. (5) She was in an unfamiliar part
of town. (6) She decided to run. (7) Suddenly, she felt hot breathe on the back
of her leg. (8) She poised herself to kick. (9) She realized it was just a dog.

(10) She wondered if she had really been so afraid of a friendly little beagle.

(11) Had something else been behind her too?

What is the most effective way to combine
sentences 1 and 2 into a complex sentence?

A Nadia walked down the street, she heard
a noise behind her.

B Nadia walked down the street and heard
a noise behind her.

C As Nadia walked down the street, she
heard a noise behind her.

D Nadia walked down the street; also, she
heard a noise behind her.

What change, if any, should be made in
sentence 3?

F Change considers to considered
G Insert one after her

H Change options to opts

J Make no change

3 Where is the best place to insert the

subordinate clause because she had been
visiting her cousin’s new house?

A At the beginning of the paragraph
B At the end of sentence 3
C At the end of sentence 5
D At the end of sentence 7

4 What change, if any, should be made in

sentence 7?
F Change back to backs
G Insert comma after breathe

H Change breathe to breath
J Make no change

Which transitional word or phrase should
be added to the beginning of sentence 9?

A At first, C In fact,
B Finally, D Then,

What is the most effective way to combine
sentences 10 and 11 into a complex sentence?

F She had been afraid of a friendly little
beagle; however, something else had been

behind her too.

G Although she wondered if she had really
been afraid of a friendly little beagle,
perhaps something else had been behind
her too.

H She wondered if she had really been afraid
of a friendly little beagle, and if something
else had been behind her too.

J Wondering if she had been afraid of a
friendly little beagle, something else had
been behind her too.
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