REVISION

Revision is not about fixing grammar mistakes (at least, not in the early stages of a draft). Global revision (revision addressing the draft as a whole) requires:
1. Rewriting passages that aren't working. Don't be afraid to scrap something that's not coming together. 
2. Cutting what's not contributing to your purpose in some way. 
3. Developing where there isn't enough information — where the reader is left with questions or the draft is unclear.  
4. Reordering so the most important information comes first. 
Revision instructions:
Read back over your draft. Write question marks next to parts that another reader might think are unclear. Note in the margin why.

Underline your thesis statement. 

Trade drafts with a partner and read through it. Answer the following questions of your partner's thesis. 
1. Does it take a stance? (One way to check for this is to ask if a reasonable person could argue with it.) If so, what is the stance? If not, how might the draft be changed to take a stance?

2. Does it reflect what is actually argued in the essay? Give an example of how it does or doesn't do this. (You can think of the thesis statement and the essay as mirror images of each other.)

3. Is it interesting and complex (not simply a restatement of the prompt)?

4. Does it include support (in other words, does it tell us why you think what you do)?

Return to your own draft. Rewrite your thesis statement based on the feedback you received from your partner or your own response to the questions above. Every thesis can be better! It often takes writing a whole draft of an essay to figure out precisely what you are trying to say. 
Look back at your first couple of sentences. Do they inform the reader of your topic and stance? If so, put a check mark next to the sentences. If not, make a note about what you need to add to the start of the essay. 
Star the specific examples you are using to support your stance. Are they well developed? (In other words, do you take more than a sentence or two to help us understand how the examples support the claim you are making?) If not, make a note in the margin about what's missing. 

Cut (cross) out part(s) of your essay that is/are not furthering your main idea. 

Explode a moment: Put a box around one idea that a reader might think is underdeveloped. On the back of the page, expand it. 
Finally, check to see if there is anything you might need to reposition to make your essay more effective. Draw an arrow from this idea to the place you feel it would best fit in your essay. 
