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Pre-AP English I/ S. Brown

The Count of Monte Cristo
Reading Guide – Chapters 1-25

Fill in this reading guide as you read with Post-It notes in the text or expand the document and write or type in answers.

	Chapter / Page #
	Question/Task
	My Response

	1
	How does Dumas establish the theme of good versus evil, as well as set the story in motion?
	

	1
	What roles do history and politics play in the opening of the story?
	

	2
	Describe the relationship between Dantès and his father.
	

	2
	What is the significance of Caderousse, the neighbor?
	

	2
	What does the reader learn from Caderousse and Danglars’s meeting?
	

	3
	What is the relationship between Mercédès and Fernand? What is the source of conflict between them?
	

	3
	Who does Fernand encounter after leaving Mercédès’s home, and how does this meeting affect Dantès’s future?
	

	4
	How is this chapter an example of dramatic irony?
	

	4
	Find and explain an example of foreshadowing in this scene.
	

	5
	How does the Marquise de Saint Méran embarrass Villefort?
	

	5
	How is this significant for Dantès?
	

	6
	How does Villefort’s moral character change during this chapter?
	

	6
	Why is the letter a threat to Villefort?
	

	6
	How does Villefort compromise himself ethically in this chapter?
	

	7
	Describe Chateau d’Ilf?  Who is housed there?
	

	7
	How does Dantes’ reaction worsen his situation?
	

	8
	Explain the ups and downs of the following character during Dantes’ imprisonment.

 -Louis XVII

- Napoleon

-Villefort

-Monsieur Morrel

-Danglars

-Mercedes

-Dantes’ father
	

	9
	What is Dantes’ state of mind in this chapter?
	

	9
	What happens that encourages Dantes?
	

	10
	What does the other prisoner help Dantes to understand about why he was imprisoned?
	

	10
	How is Dantès changed by his relationship to the Abbé and by what he learns from him?
	

	10
	How is Dantès seen as still virtuous, despite his lust for vengeance?
	

	11
	What are the main points that Abbe Faria reveals about his past?
	

	12
	What does Dantes do as a result of Abbe Faria’s death?
	

	12
	What is disrespectful about how the priest’s death is dealt with?
	

	13
	How is Dantes reclaiming his life “ironic”?
	

	13
	How does Dantes explain how he came to be on the Isle of Tiboulen?
	

	14
	How does Dantès manage to keep his plan secret from his rescuers?
	

	14
	How does Dantes find the treasure?
	

	15
	How does Dantès learn what has happened to all of his acquaintances in the years since he was imprisoned?
	

	16
	What does Dantes learn from Caderousse about each of these characters:

Villefort

-Monsieur Morrel

-Danglars

-Mercedes

-Dantes’ father


	

	16
	Why does Dantes feel like Caderousse deserves a reward?
	

	16
	What is the red purse symbolic of?
	

	17 XVII
	How does Englishman show charity towards Monsieur Morrel?
	

	17 XVII
	What does the Englishman learn about Villefort from the Inspector of Prisons?
	

	18 XVIII
	What happens to Morrel in this chapter?
	

	18 XVIII
	What saves Morrell from immediate bankruptcy?
	

	18 XVIII
	Who is the mysterious Englishman?
	

	19 XIX
	What does Morrell plan to do in this chapter?
	

	19
	Why does Maximilien agree to let him?
	

	19
	What does the man with the black beard say that foreshadows the rest of the story?
	

	20 XX
	What might be the purpose of setting this story during carnival?
	

	20 XX
	How has Dantes changed in the time since the previous chapter took place?
	

	20 XX
	Why do you think the Count is interested in the young Viscount de Morcerf?
	

	21 XXI
	What is Monte Cristo’s reward for rescuing Albert from the kidnapper, Luigi Vampa?
	

	22 XXII
	What does the emerald pillbox tell about Monte Cristo’s character?
	

	23 XXIII
	What clues are in this chapter that Mercedes recognizes Monte Cristo as Dantes?
	

	23 XXIII
	What does this tell you about Mercedes character?
	

	24 XIV
	Why does Monte Cristo go to such great lengths to buy Danglars’s horses?
	

	25 XV
	How does Monte Cristo embarrass Danglars and set him up for future ruin?
	


